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DAVID Larwill's latest exhibi

tion at Gould Galleries is a 
celebration of a special peri

od of his life: the birth of his first 
child, James, last June. 

Once you begin to decipher Lar
will's personal brand of pictograph, 
this exhibition becomes extremely 
readable, and perhaps could be 
retitled The First Adventures of Jim. 

Larwill draws close to the Boy's 
Own themes that have been used 
consistently by Adelaide artist and 
friend David Bromley. 

As do the Bromleys, the Larwills 
carry a certain air of nostalgia. 

In paintings such as Family Bal· 
ance we see David the dad balancing 
on a pedestal, his partner Fiona to the 
left and young Jim to the right, 
staring out from under a three-peaked 
crown. 

There's also a new dog, Bob, top 
left. 

Fortunately the drawing is still 
highly expressive, so even the slight· 
est hint of self-aggrandisement 
would be wrongly ascribed. 

Instead, Larwill's funky, childlike 
outlines are consistent with his theme 
of celebrating childhood. 

Young Jim can be seen in many of 
these works: wearing a propeller cap, 
reaching for his mother, chasing or 
being chased· by Bob the dog. 

Dad's face oscillates between ex
pressions of love, pain, frustration 
and amazement at this uninhibited 
intrusion into studio rituals. 

There is a stylistic consistency 
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vision, and sharing his domestics
 
with an appreciative audience.
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